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Preliminary Study on Temporal Fluctuation of Japanese Interest in Fire Ant (Solenopsis invicta) according to the

Invasion to Japan, Using Google Trend from the Aspect of Cultural Entomology

[ v N

Abstract: Since the invasion of fire ant (Solenopsis invicta) to Japan in 2017, Japanese mass media frequently reported
the threat of this exotic species which inflict injury to people. But a question still remain as to whether Japanese general
public takes an interest in their invasion of fire ant to Japan. Thus, as the preliminary study, | investigated the temporal
fluctuation of Japanese interest in fire ant, using Google Trend from the aspect of cultural entomology. My research result
shows that Japanese general public takes an extraordinary interest in fire ant in 2017, comparative to the two well known
endemic ant species (Camponotus obscuripes and Formica japonica) and the other exotic ant species (Linepithema

humile), and indicate that Japanese general public takes an interest in fire ant as the dangerous insect species but they

take a attention to fire ant without ecological view.
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